“Sacrifice”
John Chaptcr 12
Week 6

KCSOUI‘CC nccclccl: A bottle of cologne or Perf:ume

BIGIDEA:

Througl‘) the cross, Jesus has given those who believe in [Jim freedom from sin
and the giﬁt of eteral life.

LESSON OBJECTIVE:

Thc students should leave desiring to serve (God even if it means having to make

sacrifices.

(D APPROACHIT

BUH a cheaP bottle of cologne or Perf:ume and spray the room with it before the students
enter. You want the kids to be overwhelmed with the smell when thel.j come into the
classroom. Uol‘m 12:% “And the house was filled with the Fragrance.”)

T Wl‘)at is the most exPensive item you own?

T Wl‘)at is the most treasured item you own?

T Wl‘)at is somcthingﬂou want that would reciuire you to save your moncg’.’
T Wl‘)at is somcthingﬂou value that money can’t }Dug?

(ODISCOVERIT

Rcacl John 12:1-3
T Wl‘)g would a dinner be held in Jesus’ honor?
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Mar3 had the mgrrh PerFume in an alabaster flask that hung around her neck. The flask was
made from a transParent stone and inside it was a Pcncumc that cost a 3ears’ wagesl ]n order
to open the bottle, the neck of it had to be broken. A modern dag example would be the

piggy bank you may have had when you were younger— when you wanted the money
collected in it, the bank had to be broken.

]t was common to anoint a dead boclg with a whole Pint of PerFume, but not someone who

was !iving. T he whole room wasj ust oozing with the strong smell.

T How does Marg’s action demonstrate her love and devotion to Jcsus’?

Answer: She sacrificed an exPensive item to anoint his feet. | his was an act of

wors!’xiP. 5}’16 humbled herself and knew with her whole heart that Jesus was Gocl’s son.

OILLUSTRATEIT

I ric Fellman sPeaks of meeting a Chinese couple in Hong Kong, while traveling to (hina.
“A friend took me down a narrow 3”63 to a second-floor flat to meet a man recent19
released from Prison in China. ] knew | would be Prcsscd to carry Bibles and literature on
my triP, but | was hesitant and tried to mask my fear with rationalizations about legalities
and other concerns. A Chinese man in his 6(O)’s oPenec{ the door. [ is smile was radiant,
but his back was bent almost double. He ledus to a sParselg furnished room. A Cl’xinese
woman of about the same age came in to serve tea. As she Iingered, 1 couldn’t heIP but
notice how theg touched and Iovin513 looked at each other. M3 staring aPParentlg didnt
go unnoticed, for soon theg were both gigg]ing‘

“Whatis it?” | asked my friend. «Oh notl’n’ng,” he said with a smile. “Thegj ust wanted you
to know it was OK—t}ﬁeg’re newlgweds"’ ] learned theg had been engagec{ in 1949, when
he was a student at Nanking Seminarg. O the c133 of their wec{c{ing rehearsal, Chinese
communists seized the seminary. T}’]eg took the students to a hard-labor Prison. Forthe
next 30 years, the bride-to-be was allowed onlg one visit peryear. I~ ach time, gonowing
their brief minutes together, the man would be called to the warden’s office.

“You may go home with your bride,” he said, “hcyou will renounce Christianitg.”
Year after year, this man rePIiecl wit}']j ust one word; “No.” | was stunned. [ Jow had he been
able to stand the strain for so long, }Jeing denied his Familg, his marriage, and even his

health? When | askec{, he seemed astonished at my qucstion. He rePIied, “Nith all that
Jcsus has done for me, how could ] betrag Him?”
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The next c{ag, | requestecl that my suitcase be crammed with PBibles and training literature for (Chinese
(Christians. | was determined not to lie about the materials, yet lost not one minute of sleeP worrying about

t}WC COHSC(’iUCHCCS. Aﬂ& as God had Plannecl, mg suitcases were never iHSPCCth.

Fric Fellman, Mooc]zv,, Montl—xla, Januarg, 1986, p-33

T How did the (Chinese man show his devotion and sacrifice to Jesus?
Possible Answer— e did not renounce Christianitg and because of that he had to

stay n Prison for 30 years.
T How did [ ric’s actions show his devotion and sacrifice to Jesus?

Possible Answer- [e crammed bibles in his suitcase for the (Chinese (Christians even tl’loug}ﬁ he
could have been caught and PUHiS!’]CCl.

Spend time on this question —

T What are we sacriFicing in our lives for Jesus’ sake?

Possible Answers: Our money (ogeringl our time (ser\/ing others, mission triPs,

coming to church), our belongings (giving items to the Poor)
Rcacl John 124-11

T his action was wasteful in many eyes, esPeciang Juc{as.

T What motivates Jjudas?
Answer: (Greed

T HOW can moncg ancl matcrial POSSCSSiOHS steerus awa3 From Goc{”

Answer; T}wcg become more iml:)ortant than Gocl

DQUICKFACT

Jcsus was frustrated with the clisciples because he wanted them to understand the
importancc of what Marg was &oing‘ This event takes P!acc two months after Jesus

raised Lazarus from the dead.

OHGHUGHT IT

Rcacl John 12:12-19

The news has sPreac{ about Jesus raising | azarus from the dead, and all the 1’131;)6 has made
the Pcop!c believe that _Jesus is the Messiah. Theg think he will save the Jews from the
Roman Empire. The crowds welcome Jesus as King into the l’xolg city ogjerusalem with
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shouts of “}Josannal!” (which means save) and Palm branches laid on the groun& before
Him. T}wcsc actions are a Political and noble gesture to show that the King~Messial’x is here. Jesus has
revealec{, howcvcr, that He is the Savior not orxlg for the Jews, but for the whole world.

]maginc what is going througl’x the disciples minds througl’x all of this hooPIa. Theg too
want _Jesus to be King‘

T Whg do theg want Jesus to be King’?
Answer: T}wcg think theg will be rewarded greatlg igjesus becomes King with power.

T What is the Fharisees reaction to all this?
Answer: T}weg arejealous and reaclg to take action. Theg want to kill him.

Read John 12:20-36

T Whg did the PCOPIC not understand that Jesus would die? (\/crse 34-3 6)
Answer: T}weg had a different exl:)ectation of the Messiah. T}ﬁcg thougl’xt [He would

reign and be King, not die. Tl’xeg were thinking eartHg, not heavenlg.

DArPLYIT
Rcacl John 12:37-50

|t is stated that some of the Fharisees believed in Jcsus, but were too afraid to confess
theirfaith in [Him for fear of being kicked out of the synagogue. Theg loved Praise
from men more then Praise from (God, which basicang means theg were committed

to being a Pharisee rather than a follower of Christ.
T}ﬁcg were not wi”ing to sacrifice their rePutation and livelihood as a Fharisee. (Jol’m 12:42-43)

. We sce that sacrifice is demanded as a follower of Christ because Jesus sct the examPIe forus

}33 sacriﬁcing His life.

THE POINT.

(God loves us so much that he was wi”irxg to die a shameful death on the cross because of thejog [He knew

would be His afterward. Now he is seated in the Placc of l’xig!’xest honorbeside Gocl’s throne in heaven.
Faraplﬁrase of Hebrews 12:2

SPencl time as a group in prayer.
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